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with our ſelues, aſwell of our negligence 


meth of God, and euerie one that looueth, us 


Tothe reader. 


Hat the dayes of daunger 
and iniquitie are as now, 
17 not onelie our own fraile 
nature maye ſufficient! 
cecertefie ys; but alſo the i 
a ? ſome examples, and vn- 

wonted prodigious ſpectacles, euery day 
and houre eee our eies, 
may driue frõ vs anye doubt to the con- 
trarie. For if we enter into examination 


of duetie to our God, as alſo our lacke of 
looue to our neighbour: wee ſhall finde 
that we are not, neither doo as the holie | 
Euangeliſt wiſheth vs, when he ſaith: Ber f. lohn. 4.7. 
loned,let vs looms one an other, for lau com- 


borne of God, and knoweth God: But he that 
loueth not, knoweth not God, for God is Loxe. 
And I find in £ccleſiaſticns theſe words, 

A2 Tres 


. 


e 
Three thirgei reieyce me, aui by them a 
beautiſſed before God and men: the wninie of 


Brethren, the looue of neigbbaures, c“ a man 


and wife that agree together. Howe then 


can we otherwiſe. ĩudge, but that we are 
in that yron and — * age, wherein 
iniquitie ſhould vaunt & ſhew her ſelfe: 
beeing made acquainted cuery day with 
the lack of that heauenly ornamẽt, Loue, 
the memory thereof almoſt defaced and 
puld vp by the roote, in ſo greeuous and 
vehement manner, that it may be hardly 
ſayde to haue anie abiding amonge vs at 
all. And that I may not wade into abun- 
daunte of matter, without due proofe to 
affirme anye thinge alleadged: I praye 
you looke into theſe Tragical! accidents 
follow ing, whiche, albeit they carrye 
terrour ſufficient, to forwarne the vnna- 
turall children of this worlde: yet daylie 

doo freſh enormities «es Aa 
nature fo agreed) to vrge the verie bow- 
elles of the earth, to yeelde foorth feare- 
full atclamations agaynſt vs. Shall I 


with-hold to ſay, that the father hath not 
procured the death of his one naturall- 


childe: 


* 
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To the Reudrr. 

— OI like oeta· 

nagaynſt his Father: Shall I not ſaye, 
the Haſband hath abrydgedꝭ the Iyke of 
his eſpouſed Wife and mate, & ſhe like 
wiſe committed the like vnnaturall acte 
on her Huſvand 2 Hath not one Brother 
murdered the other, one neighbour kil< 
led the other, one frend been falſe to the 
other, yea, & very nature turned agaynſt 
it ſelf Theſe vnlooked for examples are 
daily before vs, ſo that wee cannot ſhun 
the ſight & hearing of the, & yet ſhal we 
paſſe them ourrwith a ſlender or lighte 


regarde: Oh my freends, doo we not ſee 


the heauens frowne? And why? Becauſe 
the ſinties of the earth hath fumed vp in- 
to the nofethrils of the Almightic, witn 
a ſauour ſo yrłſome & vnſufferable: that 
he cannot in Iuſtice, but ſtrike ſtiff. nec- 
led Pharao, with the rodde of his furie, 
yea, und bereaue the earth of thoſe bene- 


nolent bleſſinges, which he hath ſuffered 


it ſo quietly to enioye, and ſo great abuſe 
rendered vnto him for them. Can wee 
reprooue the Father for diſinheriting hrs 
Sonne, when hee ſeeethi his dealynges 
ery A 3 ſuch 


| Tathe Reader, 
 fuchasdeferueth 
that maiſter, who thruſteth his ſeruaunt 


foorth of his doores, when he beholdetn 


his behauiour vnworthy of houſe-room? 
Euen ſo, can wee otherwiſe ſay, that our 
heaueniy father dooth vnwarthily caſt 
vs out of his fauour, when in Reade of 
: _ we _— _ — for — 

neg 1 ence, J 5d vn- 
gratious thanks? Oh no, let vs — enter 
into ſuche queſtioning with our ſelues, 
for if we looke into our iniquitie, & the 
- into hismercie, our daily falling from 


one ſinne into an other, and his ſo long - 


fatherly forbearance; we wil then quick- 


lie returne frõ the fleſh pots of Aegypt, | 


and from out owe filthic and odious 
vomit, and cuerie one of vs ſay hartelie 
with the Plalmiſt : I do krowe mine owne 
wickednes., aud my ſinne is euer againſt me. 
And likewiſe confeſſe with Dare! the 
Prophet: To tue ¶O Lord God) belongetb 

mercie and forgiue nes, for wee haue gone 4. 
way from thee, aii haue not harkened to thy 


veyce, wherby we might walk e 1m thy lemes 


which than haſt appointed for vt. It is high 
8 : time 


nothingecari we blame 


—_— 
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To he Reader. 


time e we ſhould thus conſider 4. 0 


our ſelues, if wee but looke into there: 


ſent octaſions offered vnto vs, and cls * 
NAS \ 


how buſie the deuil is to woork m 
ter ouerthrow:the rather by 2.grecuoug 
& W 8 es 1 an 
1 ov erin ma cene 
neede lit is for vs to 0 for the gr 28 
of our heauenly father, to ſtrength 425 oy 
withſuch aſſured confidence, th 
fall not likewiſe nts ſuch evil; bur + | 
wa . may thew ſuch hartie repentance © 
pf our former offences, as the 
ee N by 0a8 90 ood 
= example, maye | 
++  drawneto glorify 
-+ 45 55 + the efernall 
ee 5." "GOD: 
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the one ol tdem 


ted een — bl. | 


.comitted on Nes , 
paſt, beets the laſt day of De-. 


pars 


1582.1 in the town of, Eſamin Hors 
ce fer 7 b y.one, Ti *I Smuth ; a town 
dyillrypon his x neighbor ue la 
ea ho whep. heba 
2 5 e NY wh , »& e 


they call th# lu F fel) 


noll,a bachelcr, & Niue 

uerſatio,as he was not onelp wel belo- 
ued in the Towne phere he dweit,but 
— eutrie market day 
acceſſe thither,foz their needfall neceſſa⸗ 
ries, ſo » he was as wel euſtomed as a⸗ 


ny occupier in þ towne. The other was 
talled Thomas Smith, ot indifferft welth 
likewiſe,x ſon to one ofthe moſt ſubſta- -- 


tial mẽ in þ toſone, q ioyned in mariage 
with 


4 . 7 8 


1 
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' fage:ſoÞhe likewiſe was well thought 


cena dentin. - 
with a gentlewomũ of very god paren⸗ 


on ol moſt e leaſt. This Thomas Smith, 
ſeing Greenoll haue ſo god vtteraunce 
fo2 his wares, and ſo well eſteemed in 
ech'companie:ifnot vppon this cauſe as 
lone; thoughchiefly it bee accounted ſo, 
bs began to enuy the pꝛoſperous eſtate 
of him beeing his neighbour and fren d, 
and the Deuill fo farre ruled the courſe 
of his enuious intent, as nothing wold 
ſuffiſe the deſire thereof, but onely mas: 
king away ol Greenoll by death, which 
though hee had no reaſon foz, vet ſuche 
was the perſwaſion of the evill ſpirite 
with — Manie platfoꝛmes were laid, 
à thouſãd veniſes.cannazed ouer by this 
le wde man, iuhich way he might wozk 
the death of his frendly neighboz:at laſt 
as the Denill wanteth no occaſions fo 
helpe man fozward:to his own deſtrut⸗ 
tion, ſo he pzeſented Smith with a fit o- 
poꝛtunity. whereby he might e 2 
ſum of his blody will. And as the | 
ning at our neighboꝛs p2oſperity,isnot 


onely monſtrous, but a deuiliſh nature: 


45 Og 


/ 


| A diſcourſe of 

is man compalled a monſtru⸗ 
— deniſe, the veris 
conceite whereof is able to aſfonith the 
beart of a Jewe, 62 Pahomitansrerres. 
ant, and thus it — 


and one of the ſame trade Himſelf was: 
nothing miſtruſting the villanoas trea 
\5, hpd vnder fo \math a ſhow ol neigh⸗ 
berhod,gaue him thanks; pꝛomiſing to 
corfte to dim at night not to failehim, 
bis pleaſed well the bloud · thirſting 
man, lo that home he wet to * 


two cruell Murders, 


the Anſtrument fo vo the derde wirhal, 
E then downe into his Seller hee goes, 
to diſpoſe a plate w erein he might con⸗ 
yay the bodie when hee had ſlayne him: 
there he digged a graue about ſixe o2 ſe⸗ 
nen vnches deepe; thinking there to bu⸗ 
rie him that he ſhould neuer be founde. 
It dꝛew toward night; when as a play 
was cryed about the Towne , whereto 
both old and young did haſtely repaire; 
t this Smith hauing a boye that ſerued 
him in bis Shop, fearing leaſte the boxe 
Goulpe perceive ante thinge, gaue hym 
money,«nd bad him goe fee the Play: 4 
b:ing dim the whole repoꝛt of the mat⸗ 
ter. This be did in the pꝛeſente of Gree - 
nol, who was come accozding to his pꝛo 
mille to hiepe him companie: t the boye. 


- having fetcht a quatte of wine and Ap- 


ples as his maiſter willed him,ran mes. 


' rilyto {the Play, leaving Greenol! x: 


bis maiſter by the fire pleaſauntly fats: 


king. Ther twoo thus ſitting alone, did 


dꝛinke to ech other berie famittarly,tyit 
at laff,Greenol ſtouping to turne an.aps. 


ple in the fire, a fit time that EE 
pied 


A diſcourſe of 


pied fo actompliſh his will:who taking 
an pꝛon peſtell, wherewith hee vſed to 

beate his ſpice in th: moꝛter, and which 
he had laid by him ready foz the nonte, 
with this peffel (as Greenoll ſlouped to 
turne the Apple) ho gaue him two ſuche 
mightie blowes on the heade,as ha fell 
down backward to the ground, yelding 
fw2th a verie pittifall and lamentabis 
groane, Smith hearing him to giue ſuch 
a woful groane (as himſelfe ſaid to me, 
when J came fo him into the pꝛiſon) be · 
gan to enter into ſome ſoꝛrawfulnes foz 
the derde, wiſhinge that hee mighte res 
touer againe:but when he pertetued he 
had ſmote him ſo ſo2e, that ther was no 
dope of his reconerie,he toke the peſtel 
againe, and gaue him thꝛe o2 four moꝛe 
eruell ffrokes about the heade, whiche 
made him to lie trembling and ſhaking 
in ſach pittifull manner, as would haue 
made a hearte of Adamant to melte in 
griefe: foꝛ to beholve how life and death 
made ſtrife together, life fo2 the tweete · 
nes, to teſiſt death his bitternes, . wyth 
many a gaſpe foz bꝛeath, with 8 

g : ' an 
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two cruell Murders, 
and often folding his armes together: 
thus laye this Innocent and martyꝛes 
coarſe. Not ſuffiſed with this, the blody 
murderer taketh a knife, and therewith 
cut the thꝛoate of Greenol, but as Smith 
bimſelfe ſaith, he did not cut the wezãd, 
but pterced the ſkin ſom what: and then 
would have ſtabbed him to the heart w 
the knife , but miſſed and (mote him on 
the ſhoulder blade, whervpon he ſtra ke 
aga ine, and then indede pierced him to 
the heart: what a cruell and monſtrous 
harde heart had hee, that coulde endure 
this rufull Stratageme:? When hes has 
ſaffiſed his blody mind, vpon his friend 
and loouing neighbour , hee dzewe him 
down info his Seller, where his grane 
te pzepared foz him, and there 
buried him: which bing done, he ſmw⸗ 
thed it auer fo ſmelpe with a Trowell 
that Plapſterers vſe, ſo that it could be 
hardly diſcerned, and becauſe he would 
woꝛke the ſurer, hee tooke Bayles of 
Flax which laye in his Seller, and ſo 
thaked the ſhellinges thereof on ß floze 
in all places, as no one toulde _ 


(but he that knewe it) where the graue 
was, ſetting like wiſe Dꝛifats e Cheſts 
duer it, ſo that he iudged it ould neuer 
be found. Afterward he went and toke 
water, wherewith hc waſhed and d2yed 
his houſe ſo clean in euer ie place,y one 
dꝛop of blod could nof be eſpied: bebolo 
howe ſubtilly hee wente to weꝛke, but 
God, who in no caſe will haue bloudie 
murder hidde, pꝛeuented all his craftie 
pollicies. 

Smith hauing thus plaide his tyꝛan⸗ 
nous pageant, t hauing taken Greenols 
keyes of bis ſhop from him, wente thi- 
ther and likewiſe robbed it, bꝛinging a 
great deale ot the gods from thfce into 
his owne houſe. But this by the way is 
to bee conſidered ,that in the Towne of 
Eueſam, all the time of Chriſtmas, and 
at no other time, there is watch ec ward 
kept, that no miſoꝛder oꝛ il rule be com⸗ 
mitted in the Towne, which doubtleſſe 
is a verie god and commendable oꝛder. 
Co one of the watchmen had Smith gi⸗ 
nen this watch · woꝛd, See and ſee not: 
which was onelie to this * 
| mig 
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two cell Murders. 

might goe by them vnſene, when he ta⸗ 
reed the gods out of Greenols ſhop to 
his owne houſe. Dn the mozrowe when 

it was knowen that Greenols ſhop was 
robde , queſtion was made thoꝛowe the 
Towne, who was abꝛoade that nighte 
that might bee ſuſpected, becauſe of the 

Playe that was in the Towne: vppon 
which demaund, the watchman to whb 
this meſſage was ſente, declared hows 
Thomas Smith was abzoad fomewhat 
late, and ſent him this watch-wozd, See 
and ſee not,but was meant thereby he 
could not gather. Upon this, Smith was 
ſent fo2 befoze the chiefe of the Towne, 
and demaunded if he knew where Gre- 
nol was,foz that it was repoꝛted he had 
beene in his houſe ouer-night,and ſince 
that time no man could tell anie tidin⸗ 
ges of him: mozeouer his hop was rob⸗ 
bed as that night, and that Smith beeing 
abꝛoad, and ſending ſuch a by-wozd See 
and ſee not, to one of the watchmen, yt 
was a ſh2ewd pzeſumption againſt him 
to bee ſomewhat faultie inthe matter. 
So after his aunſwere, that hee — 


"+ 


Abe 


not where Greenol was betome, and by 


his late walkinge and woꝛdes ſenfe ts 
the watchman, no harme was meante: 
they (aid that they would goe to ſearchs 
his houſe, whervpon Smith: aunſwered; 
that his houſe they could not as then l@. 
becauſe his wife was at Kinges Norts, 
a Townenot farre thence,and ſhe had 
the keyes ol his houle : but(quoth hee) 
if you will ſearch my Seller you maye; 
and ſo tooke the keyes from his girdle 
and thꝛe the vnto them. Then went 
certayne that were appointed, to ſearch 
Smiths Seller, whence they were com- 
ming again without finding ſuch mats 
ter as they-lokevifo2 : till by chauncs 
one ol them happened to efpye a little 
peace of earth , as it were new token 
out of the grounde,1ying vnder the nes 
thermolte faire, taking bp, 
| ſaid it were god to ſe where anꝝ earth 
was latelyeb2oken there about,fozif 
they chaunced to finde the place; ſome 
thing might come to light wozthþ'bes 
holding. Upon this councel they began 


all to lake earneſtlye about the * | 


two cruell Murders, 

ir they could finde the place where that” 
Earth had bene bzoken vp. At laſt they 
remoned the Cheſts & Dꝛpfats, where 
they felt the ground moꝛe ſoft then an 
the reſt: which tauled them {ſuſpecting 
ſomewhat ) to fall fo digging , where 


S433] 
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40 1 they found Greenoll buryed, 
ſeuen inches derpe, and 
e) uppen him, beheld how-truellp 
** and bnnaturally he hav beene murdv⸗ 
e | red. Thele newes bzought to the Bay⸗ 
"ne tifs of þ towne, where Smith was kept 
<< til cher returned: nof without great 
— lamentation fo2 this bloody derd, ot all 
f that me ww v3 heard thereof, he was lent 
re to Worceſter Gable; wher he remained 
— till meh time as the cruettie of his vn⸗ 
— rtike derde might be determi⸗ 
— ed vy Juice ben ß Afiſes tame, 5 
Ps i com layd be- 

| the death, v Taſfered very lafet) 
— _ pel by 795 1 y 
gan nf, bhennet] a 5 great 
. and the ſeueritie of the 
1 555 1 min iſtred, fo2 
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A diſcourſeof 
wheras he ſhould haue bene hanged in 
chains, he had moꝛe fauour ſhewd him, 
he "as hangedto . 


Thus — Frendes, haue von heard 
the true dilcourſe of this moſt body t 


monltrous ad, acco2dinge. as in great 


greefe , with like ſoꝛg we foz the dgod-s: 
him (e}fe dyd vtter it, both vnto me, and 
diners other being pꝛelent, P2eachcess. 
and Gentlemen. And truly thus much; 
ma ls v.02 the mũ true ix be was hoth: 

ome and well featured a Young: 
man Ag one thall lightly ſæ, his Father 
af gd wealth, and one of the chief in 
the Towne pk 8 
marryed not paſt eight wes 
bis cepoꝛte, befaze DO the bind fog 


Gent}swomapr very | tp 
who ne donbt Tema 
e | 


Ment 9 a e 0 
what a grit it — when fie he 
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two cruell Marders. 


He heard of theſe vnhappy nc1ves: But 
hiere Jmay not make a final pauſe, fo 
that an other hoꝛrible and wicked died 
committed in Tune taſta 5 8 2. in the 
ſame Sheire, conſtrameth me to ſpeak 
ſomewhat thereof : and fo that J be⸗ 
held the death of one dt þ partyes. J am 
the moze willing to paſſe it guer is £ 
b:&fe diſcourſee. 


An other neſt cruel 41 
bloody Murder, committed in 


the lame ſhire the ſame yeere 
i che afore-ſaid, 


A. place called Cothridge about 

four myles diſtant fr Worcelt er, 
dwelt an honeſt Hubſband · ma, named 
Thomas Beaſt, one very well reputed 
among his Neighbours, aſwell foz his 
houſe keeping,as alſo fozhis Ootly and 
honeſt behauiour. This afoze-namen 


Thomas Beaſt, kept a banſome Pong? 


man to his ſeruant; called Chriſtopher 
TE fo whome(by the wicked l 
B. 2. ſtiga⸗ 


A diſcourſe of 

ſtigation and pꝛouotation of þ Deuill) 
the god Wife of þ douſe vſed far better 
affection, then to her owne Paſband. 
Often times they would carnalty ac · 
quaint the ſelues together, till luſt had 
gotten ſo much power of the Moman: 
as ſhe began altogether to loathe and 
dillike ber Puſband;, and pꝛeferre the 
fleſhly dealings of her new tompanion 
ſo much, as ſhe muſt needs ſceke & pꝛac⸗ 
tiſe the death of her Yaſband, =» 
The Neighbours not ſuſpecting , but 
credibly perteiuing, the common and 
vnhoneſt behauicnr of this wicked wo⸗ 
man t her luſty Ponker:began ſo much 
to diſlike thereof, as it came at laſt to 
her Puſbads eares, who as wel to lgke 
the rumoz of the People, as alſo the 
pleaſure theſe two vnhoneſtly enfoied: 
gaue his Seruaunt warning to auoyd 
his howſe, who packed vp his clothes, 
and was departing : But that this fil- 
thie defirous Moman, ſo much pꝛeuap⸗ 


led in the matter with her Yuſband, Þ : 


her Companid departed not, but tarped 
ſtill. At length, ſo great grew 3 
5 2 | e 
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two eruell Mutders, 
trid of this harlot againſt her Puſbid, 
as ſhe muſt needs haue Chriſtopher her 
ſweet dallying Krend, to diſpatch the 
life of him, wherto a great while he 
would not conſent, perſwading her ſtil 
from it;ſ\o much as in him lap. But it 
grew to ſuch an iſſue at the laſt, as ſhe 
muſt needs haus her will, and Chriſto« 
pher mult not veny her thereof, foz ſhe 
coniured him by the louc that he bare 
her, and if any way he would witneſſe 
his affection vnto her, to manifeſt it in 
the killing her Yuſband,fo2(quoth ſhe) 
with mony and freends J will warranf 
thee fo ſaue thy life, and then thou and 
J will line merrily together. Dh moſt 
hoꝛrible and wicked Womon,a won J, 
naę a deuill: ſtop pour eares vou chaſte 
t graue matrones, whome Gods feare, 
dutie, true loue to your Puſbands, and 
vertue of pour ſelues hath ſo heautiũed 
as nothing c> be moꝛe odious vnto you, 
then p :uch a graceleſſe trumpet ſhould 
be found, ſo much to diſhono2 your no- 
ble ſexe. Mell, when neither intrea⸗ 
tie,noz all p faire meanes Chriſtopher 
| | B.3, could 


A diſcburſe or 
could ble to ſubuert this deuilich deſtre? 


follemnely at the eating of a Poſſet, the 


night befo2e be did the deede, he pꝛomi⸗ 
ſed her faithfully, to actõpliſh her will: 
On ß mozrowe when his Pailter was 
in his feeld at the plow, he takes a long 
pike ſtaffe on his necke , wherwithhe 
would goe do the deed: but his wicked 
Miſtreſſe miſliking the weapon, ſaying 
that it was nothing fit foꝛ the purpoſe, 
deliuered him a Fozreft Bil, which ſhe 
her ſelf had made very ſharp foꝛ $.ſame 
intent, and ſaid : Be ſure to hit him 
right, and thou ſhalt ſpeedhjm J wars 
rant the, ſo that he ſhal neui r tell who 
did hurt him. Chriſtopher taketh this 
Bil on his back, + comes into the feefd 
to his Maiſter, where he began quarre⸗ 
lingly to ſay vnto him after this mens 
ner. Seeing von are willing 4 ſhalf 
ſerue von no l5ger, giue me that which 
is my dutie a ſo fare ve wel, with other 
woꝛds ol quarrell that he vſed about þ 
ſum of the mon, but his Paiſter graũ⸗ 
fed him ſo much as he demaunded, and 
turning ftom him, to open his purſte to 
| giue 
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two cruell . 


bine him the mony,C hriſtopher rake 
at him with the Bil in ſuch eruel man⸗ 
ner, p; there he killed him. After the deed 
was done, he fled , but not farre befoze 
he was take, when pꝛeſently he cxclai- 
med on his Piltres,huw ſhe was cauſe 
he comitted the deed : wherupon they 
vere both ſent, fo Worceſter Gaole , 
where very often ſhee would ſollicite 
ſwat Chriſtopher, with mony,hand 
erchers,noſegaics,and ſuch like amo⸗ 
775 wy 7. — * . 5 — 
1s nau 
all his conditions to me her 
e maze to witnes his diſlolute 
ng atriumphe(as it — 
20 a locke of her baite about him, 6, 


fit kiſlin delighting in 
e ſent 3 — 3 — oy 
ap 1 the Japlo2 5 that if he were a 
Pays, 02 63 one ſhe hat regarded the 98 
ior poet e N 
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cleaning e in ſunder 
there beholde the linely Aug OD bis 
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